
 

 

Are you working with Microorganisms or 

Genetically Modified Organisms? 
This is what you must do BEFORE you start!   

Risk Assess and Register the project 

 

 

 

* Hazard Group 3 

microbiological agents, 
including ***SAPO agents 

 

*Hazard Group 2 

microbiological agents 

*Hazard Group 1 agents or 

Human blood/tissues/fluids 

 

 

**Genetically Modified 

Organisms (GMOs)  

Complete a COSHH risk assessment 

The SHE Office can offer advice on 

blood-borne viruses. 

Send the completed form to the SHE 

Office before commencing work. 

Maintain records of the project for 

inspection during the annual audit. 

 

Complete a COSHH risk assessment 

and send to BSO-GM and SHE office 

for review and feedback. 

Complete a COSHH risk assessment 

and send to BSO-GM and SHE office for 

review and feedback. 

Complete the appropriate    

GMO risk assessment forms 

(organism/animal) and send to 

the BSO-GM for review by 

PMGMSC and for approval of 

project activity class. 

 
Modify risk assessment. 

Submit revised project risk 

assessment to SHE Office and 

PMGMSC for review. 

 

Modify the risk assessment. 

Submit revised project risk assessment 

to SHE Office and PMGMSC for review. 

Work involving Bordetella pertussis, 

Corynebacterium diphtheriae and 

Neisseria meningitidis must be 

approved by the PMGMSC prior to 

notification by the SHE Office to the 

Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 

using form CBA1. Commence work 

involving these agents only after 

receiving confirmation of notification 

from the Health and Safety Executive 

(HSE) via SHE Office and approval by 

the BSO-GM.  

Any communication about pathogen 

notifications with HSE must be via the 

SHE Office. 

All other HG2, commence work only 

after submission of the finally agreed 

risk assessment to the SHE Office and 

BSO-GM and approval by the BSO-GM. 

Maintain records of the project for 

inspection during the annual audit. 

 

After approval of project class by 

the PMGMSC: 

- Projects approved as Class 1 GM 

work can start immediately. 

 

- Projects approved as Class 2 GM 

need to be notified to the Health 

and Safety Executive (HSE) by the 

BSO-GM. Work can only commence 

after the HSE has acknowledged 

notification (usually 14 days). 

 

- Projects approved as Class 3 GM 

need to be submitted to the HSE by 

the BSO-GM for approval. Work can 

only commence after the HSE has 

granted consent (usually 45 days). 

 

Any communication about GM 

notifications with HSE must be via 

the BSO-GM. 

Maintain records of the project for 

inspection during the annual audit. 

Send the completed project risk 

assessment to the SHE Office. 

The SHE Office will complete the 

form CBA1 and submit to the 

Health and Safety Executive (HSE). 

Any communication about 

pathogen notifications with HSE 

must be via the SHE Office. 

  

 Commence work only after 

written notification of project 

approval by the HSE via SHE (this 

will take a minimum of 20 days) 

and approval by the BSO-GM. 

Maintain records of the project 

for inspection during the annual 

audit. 

*  as defined by The Approved List of Biological Agents             ** as defined by The Genetically Modified Organisms (Contained Use) Regulations 2014       *** as defined by The Specified Animal Pathogens Order 2008 

Produced by PMGMSC and SHE Office in line with current COSHH and GM biosafety legislation, on the recommendation of the SGUL Safety Management Committee, Sept 2019. Updated Mar 2024. 

Forms, Contacts and Advice: 

All forms and further information are available on the SHE web pages. 

https://www.sgul.ac.uk/about/our-professional-services/safety-health-and-environment 

or Google “SGUL SHE” 

 

Biological Safety Officer-Genetic Modification (BSO-GM):    

Dr Ariel Poliandri      bso-gm@sgul.ac.uk 

Safety, Health & Environment (SHE) Office: 

Dr Kam Kalsi    kkalsi@sgul.ac.uk & health@sgul.ac.uk   

Pathogen Management and Genetic Modification Safety Committee (PMGMSC), Chair:       

Dr Blair Strang      bstrang@sgul.ac.uk 

              

 

https://portal.sgul.ac.uk/she/risk_assessment_coshh_and_checklist/control-of-substances-hazardous-to-health-coshh-form-final-2018.docx
https://portal.sgul.ac.uk/she/gmm-ra-2019.docx
https://portal.sgul.ac.uk/she/gm-animal-ra-2019.docx
https://www.hse.gov.uk/forms/notification/cba1notes.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/forms/notification/cba1notes.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/forms/notification/cba1notes.htm
https://www.hse.gov.uk/forms/notification/cba1.pdf
mailto:BSO-GM@sgul.ac.uk?subject=GM%20Query
https://www.hse.gov.uk/forms/genetic/
mailto:BSO-GM@sgul.ac.uk?subject=GM%20Query
http://www.hse.gov.uk/biosafety/gmo/notifications/what.htm
mailto:BSO-GM@sgul.ac.uk?subject=GM%20Query
https://www.hse.gov.uk/forms/notification/cba1.pdf
https://www.hse.gov.uk/forms/notification/cba1notes.htm
https://www.sgul.ac.uk/about/our-professional-services/safety-health-and-environment
mailto:bso-gm@sgul.ac.uk
mailto:kkalsi@sgul.ac.uk

